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   December 11, 2025 

Frédéric Guay 

Provincial Administrator, Section 23 of the  

James Bay and Northern Quebec Agreement  

675.boulevard.René-Lévesque.East,.30th.floor 

Québec, QC 

G1R 5V7 

 

Terence Hubbard 

Federal Administrator, Section 23 of the  

James Bay and Northern Quebec Agreement  

Bell Canada Place, 22nd floor 

160, Elgin Street  

Ottawa, ON 

K1A 0H3 

 

Subject: The northern boundaries of the Iluiliq National Park Project 

 

Dear Mr. Guay and Mr. Hubbard, 

 

The Kativik Environmental Advisory Committee (KEAC) was created pursuant to Section 23 of the James 

Bay and Northern Québec Agreement (JBNQA). It is the preferential and official forum for responsible 

governments regarding laws and regulations related to the environmental and social protection regime for 

the territory covered under the JBNQA, north of the 55th parallel. Under Section 23.5.26 of the JBNQA, the 

KEAC shall study procedures relating to land use that may affect the rights of Inuit, Cree and Naskapi 

established under Section 24. Furthermore, Section 23.5.28 states that the Committee shall be consulted on 

matters of major importance concerning land use. In this context, the KEAC has followed with interest the 

creation of national parks in Nunavik since the early 2000s.  

 

As such, a progress report on the various protected area projects in the region was presented by the Kativik 

Regional Government (KRG) at the 184th KEAC meeting, held in Quebec City on June 3 and 4, 2025. The 

status of the Iluiliq park project was also discussed. The creation of the Iluiliq National Park Project is 

consistent with several of the objectives and targets of government strategies for nature and biodiversity 

conservation and directly responds to commitments under various international agreements on this issue. 
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Furthermore, the creation of Iluiliq National Park Project is a commitment made by the Government of Quebec 

and included in the Agreement on the Global Financing of the Kativik Regional Government (Sivunirmut 

Agreement) and the Agreement on Economic and Community Development Partnership in Nunavik 

(Sanarrutik Agreement). The creation of this park would, among other things, increase the number of 

protected areas in the province and region, protect sensitive species, and improve access to nature, in direct 

partnership with the Inuit of Nunavik. It is therefore essential that the Iluiliq National Park Project move 

forward, both in response to the demands of local communities and to meet government commitments on 

nature conservation. 

 

Through a letter received on November 17th, 2025, the KEAC was informed of issues related to the proposed 

northern boundary of the Iluiliq National Park Project. The modern treaties that apply to Quebec establish 

their respective territorial boundaries at “the shoreline.” Issues surrounding the interpretation of this boundary 

has complicated recent northern protected area demarcations and will likely hinder future creation of such 

areas. The establishment of protected areas in Nunavik should not be hindered by this ongoing political issue. 

After more than a decade of effort, the communities and partners involved in the Iluiliq National Park Project 

want to see it move forward without the northern boundary becoming an obstacle to conservation in the area. 

The KEAC encourages administrators to find an acceptable solution that will allow the park project to advance 

while ensuring adequate protection for sensitive environments. 

 

Best regards, 

 

 

 
Michael Barrett, 

Chairperson, KEAC 

 

c.c:  

 

Véronique Gilbert, Kativik Regional Government 


