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           November 14, 2023 
Aude Tremblay 
Assistant Director, Protected areas Department 
Ministry of the environment,  
the fight against climate change, wildlife, and parks 
675 René-Lévesque Boulevard East,  
4th floor, P.O. Box 21 
Québec, QC  
G1R 5V7 
 
Subject:  The KEAC’s preliminary observations concerning the MELCCFP’s Indigenous-initiated protected 

areas 
 
Dear Ms. Tremblay, 
 
Thank you for your letter dated October 3, 2023, concerning the MELCCFP’s recent creation of indigenous-initiated 
protected areas (IIPA). The initiative to protect Nunavik lands is an important file for the region, and the Kativik 
Environmental Advisory Committee (KEAC) would like to share some information with you to help facilitate future 
discussions. 
 
The KEAC is the official forum for the responsible governments of Nunavik to participate in the development of laws 
and regulations pertaining to the environmental and social protection regime set out in Section 23 of the James Bay 
and Northern Québec Agreement (JBNQA).   
 
 
Nunavik stakeholders in the protected areas file 
 
As previously mentioned, the JBNQA stipulates that the KEAC is the official forum for government concerning 
environmental and social matters. Under section 23.3.4, it is responsible for paying particular attention to the protection 
of biological environments and ecosystems in relation to development activities. The KEAC is therefore interested in 
being informed of all developments concerning protected areas in Nunavik, including the new IIPAs created by the 
amendments to the Natural Heritage Conservation Act.   
 
The Kativik Regional Government (KRG) is responsible for planning the Kativik territory, which encompasses Category 
II and III lands north of the 55th parallel. In particular, it is responsible for the elaboration of a land use master plan, the 
operation and development of Nunavik's parks and protected areas.  
 
Makivvik is the Inuit organization responsible for ensuring compliance with the JBNQA as well as the Nunavik Inuit 
Land Claims Agreement and for the political, social, and economic development of Nunavik. It sits on park management 
committees, on working groups for park projects and other committees for protected areas, including in the Nunavik 
Marine Region.  
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The Naskapi Nation of Kawawachikamach is located below the 55th parallel, near Schefferville. However, their ancestral 
territory, extends north, into Nunavik and as such the Northeastern Quebec Agreement recognizes several rights in 
this territory, including land management and hunting, fishing, and trapping rights.  
 
It is imperative that any initiative to discuss protected areas in Nunavik, including IIPAs, and to ensure the participation 
of the Inuit and Naskapi nations, include these organizations from the very beginning. The KEAC recommends that 
you promptly contact representatives of the KRG, Makivvik and the Naskapi Nation of Kawawachikamach to discuss 
your intentions regarding IIPAs.     
 
 
Confusion in the protected areas processes  
 
Recently, the KEAC has observed a multiplication of approaches to protected areas in Nunavik, which could lead to 
confusion for the population and stakeholders concerned.  
 
The Quebec government newly launched a series of consultations concerning the Nature Plan 2030, many of whose 
targets directly or indirectly concern protected areas. In addition, local consultations led by the KRG, aimed at finalizing 
several protected area projects in Nunavik, are underway. Discussions have also been held on potential marine 
protected areas. While government stakeholders see these as distinct processes, this discrepancy is not necessarily 
clear to the local population and stakeholders. The KEAC recommends that, wherever possible, protected area 
initiatives be coordinated to limit confusion. When this is not possible, communications should clearly identify the 
specific objectives of the project, and its relationship with other ongoing projects.  
 
As previously mentioned, the KEAC is attentive to the issue of protected areas in Nunavik and would like to learn more 
about the government's intentions regarding IIPA. We would like to thank your colleagues for accepting the 
Committee’s invitation to give a presentation on the IIPA at our 178th meeting and look forward to meeting with you. 
 
 
 
Best regards, 
 
 

 
Raymond Mickpegak 
Chairperson, KEAC 
 
 
cc.  
 
Markusi Qisiiq, Director of Renewable Resources, Environment, Lands, & Parks, KRG 
Barrie Ford, Director of Environment, Wildlife and Research, Makivvik 
David Swappie, Councillor, Environment portfolio, Naskapi Nation of Kawawachikamach  
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