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Introduction
The goal of the 2020–2025 action plan is to identify the actions of the Kativik Environmental Advisory Committee (KEAC) in a
manner that is responsive to environmental and social protection issues in Nunavik, in compliance with the James Bay and Northern
Québec Agreement (JBNQA) and the Northeastern Québec Agreement (NEQA). Through this action plan, the KEAC intends, when
appropriate, to pursue actions related to its concerns regarding sustainable development, the safeguard of biodiversity, climate
change and the quality of life of the residents of Nunavik.
KEAC Mandate
The mandate of the KEAC is defined in Section 23 of the JBNQA and in the Environment Quality Act, as follows:
• act as a consultative body to responsible governments concerning laws and regulations relating to the environmental and
social protection regime, and concerning the administration and management of the regime;
• make recommendations concerning laws, regulations and other measures related to environmental and social protection;
• examine environmental and social impact assessment and review mechanisms and procedures;
• study major issues relating to the implementation of the environmental and social protection regime as well as the land use
regime;
• serve as a link for the residents of Nunavik and provide support to local and regional authorities through the preparation of
briefs and the delivery of technical assistance.
Environmental and Social Protection Regime
The environmental and social protection regime for Nunavik is established in Section 23 of the JBNQA and in the
Environment Quality Act, as follows:
• environmental and social laws and regulations and land use regulations may from time to time be adopted or amended
to frame and limit the negative impact of development in or affecting the region upon the Native people and the wildlife
resources of the region;
• an environmental and social impact assessment and review procedures established to minimize the negative
environmental and social impact of development on the Native people and the wildlife resources of the region;
• a special status and involvement for the Native people and the other inhabitants of the region over and above that
provided for in procedures involving the general public through consultation or representative mechanisms wherever
such is necessary to protect or give effect to the rights and guarantees in favour of the Native people established by
and in accordance with the JBNQA;
• the protection of the rights and guarantees of the Native people established by and in accordance with Section 24 of
the JBNQA;
• the protection of the Native people, their economies and the wildlife resources upon which they depend;
• the right to develop in the region;
• the protection of the rights and guarantees of the Naskapi of Québec defined in the hunting, fishing and trapping regime
under the NEQA.
The following table contains the orientations, objectives, actions and deliverables
under the current five-year action plan.
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ORIENTATION
The KEAC is committed to following up on environmental and social issues specifically
in relation to environmental assessments, mining development, climate change, and
residual and hazardous materials management in Nunavik. While not being bound to it,
the KEAC advocates a comprehensive, preventive and proactive approach.
Objectives

Actions

Deliverables

■ Foster transparency and improvements
to the environmental and social
assessment procedures applicable in
Nunavik, i.e. the procedures regarding
environmental and social impacts
under Section 23 of the JBNQA,
the procedure under the Impact
Assessment Act, and the procedure
under the Nunavik Inuit Land Claims
Agreement.

• Promote and support the enhanced
participation of Inuit and Naskapi in
environmental and social assessment
procedures, in particular those under
Section 23 of the JBNQA.

– Develop a guide for project proponents
in all development sectors outlining
best practices for public engagement
and participation activities in Nunavik.
– Update the KEAC Reference Guide
on Environmental and Social Impact
Assessment Procedures Applicable in
Nunavik in accordance with applicable
legislation.
– Promote the dissemination of
information on the environmental
and social assessment procedures
applicable in the region, via the KEAC
website and the creation of posters.

• Study the overlapping environmental
and social assessment procedures
applicable in Nunavik and identify
solutions to mitigate the negative
impacts on residents, project
proponents and responsible
organizations.

– Continue dialogue with the federal
administrator regarding the substitution
provisions contained in federal impact
assessment legislation.
– Initiate discussions with review
bodies (KEQC, NMRIRB, Screening
Committee) regarding review and
consultation methods in the event of
overlapping procedures.

• Promote among responsible authorities – Continue to study how social impacts
adequate consideration of social issues
are taken into consideration under the
under the environmental and social
environmental and social assessment
assessment procedures applicable in
procedures applicable in the region
Nunavik.
and present the findings to the
administrators as well as to review
bodies and regional organizations,
when appropriate.
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■ Monitor compliance with the rights
of Inuit and Naskapi as well as
sustainable environmental and
social protection during the review
and implementation of development
projects in the region.

• Remain informed of monitoring and
follow-up activities of authorized
projects and projects having a
significant environmental and
social impact, in order to make
recommendations, if applicable.

– When required, initiate discussions
with provincial and federal departments
regarding compliance monitoring for
authorized projects and enforcement
measures.

■ Provide support to local and regional
authorities regarding residual and
hazardous materials management.

• Support and promote the
implementation of projects contained
in the Nunavik Residual Materials
Management Plan.

– Continue to serve on the Nunavik
Residual Materials Management
Working Group led by the MELCC.
– Continue to collaborate with regional,
provincial and federal authorities
to improve funding resources
and technical support for the
implementation of the Nunavik Residual
Materials Management Plan.

• Ensure effective interventions with
– Continue to support regional
responsible authorities to enhance
organizations with their efforts
compliance with laws and regulations
to implement in Nunavik the
concerning the management of residual
Regulation respecting the Recovery
and hazardous materials.
and Reclamation of Products by
Enterprises.
– Communicate with regional
organizations and retailers to assist
with the implementation of regulatory
amendments concerning refundable
containers.
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ORIENTATION
The KEAC considers the regimes established under the JBNQA in a broad and
inclusive manner, and therefore addresses with vigilance topics of concern to local
populations, including:
– land use planning and land occupancy;
– parks and protected areas;
– drinking water;
– wastewater treatment;
– environmental awareness.
Objectives

Actions

Deliverables

■ Focus attention on and enhanced
• Identify environmental and social
consideration of the main issues likely
issues in the region and improve the
to affect quality of life in Nunavik, in and
dissemination of information regarding
outside the communities.
these issues among the appropriate
authorities.

– Meet with community representatives
and regional stakeholders during KEAC
or regional meetings.
– Create a communications plan to
improve the visibility of the KEAC and
community participation during regional
meetings.

• Highlight local environmental actions
– Continue to submit Green Corner
as well as encourage public and private
articles to Taqralik Magazine in order
organizations and residents to take
to disseminate information on the
interest in environmental quality issues
environment and call attention to
in Nunavik.
community-based projects.
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ORIENTATION
To fulfil its mandate, the KEAC prioritizes collaboration with various external partners
in order to strengthen its network of contacts, enhance its visibility and increase its
influence.
Objectives

Actions

Deliverables

■ Identify and consolidate means to
improve knowledge about the KEAC
and its mandate among northerners
as well as among local, regional and
government authorities.

• Foster KEAC participation at events
relating to environmental and social
issues in Nunavik.

– Continue to improve the KEAC website
in order to better connect with the
communities and governments.
– Develop a presentation on the KEAC
and its mandate for regional meetings
and community visits.
– Develop promotional items to improve
the visibility of the KEAC.

■ Foster discussions with external
partners to ensure the KEAC is
consulted in a timely manner in the
context of its mandate.

• Improve the identification of partners
on priority issues in order to develop
relevant professional relations and
enhance the KEAC network.

– Participate in important events or
consultations when pertinent to the
KEAC’s mandate.
– Invite specialists to KEAC meetings,
as well as representatives of local,
regional and government authorities.
– Maintain dialogue with the JBACE on
topics of common interest.
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