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MINUTES  OF  THE  126TH  MEETING 
 

(APPROVED) 
 
DATES: December 8, 9 and 10, 2010 
 
PLACE:  Kativik Regional Government, Kuujjuaq 
 
PRESENT: 
  

KRG appointee: 
  Michael Barrett 
   

Government of Canada appointees: 
Claude Abel, Chairperson 
Gilles H. Tremblay 

  
Québec government appointees: 
 Paule Halley  
 Denyse Gouin 
 
Executive Secretary: 

Nathalie Girard 
 
ABSENT: 

Adamie Kalingo, KRG appointee 
  Charlie Arngak, KRG appointee 

Sylvie Létourneau, Vice-Chairperson, Québec government appointee 
 
GUESTS: 

Mélissa Gagnon, Environmental Specialist, KRG 
Benoit Barbeau, professor, École Polytechnique, Université de Montréal 
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1. Call to order and adoption of the agenda 
 
The 126th meeting of the Kativik Environmental Advisory Committee (KEAC) 
began at 2:30 p.m. on December 8, 2010, at Kuujjuaq. The Chairperson invited 
the members to suggest changes to the agenda before it was adopted 
unanimously. The meeting took place in accordance with the agenda shown 
below. 
 
1.  Call to order and adoption of the agenda 
2.  Review of the minutes of the 124th and 125th meetings as well as the 

minutes of the August 30 conference call 
3.  Business arising from the 125th meeting and correspondence 

a) Drinking water quality 
b) Federal Sustainable Development Strategy 
c) Residual materials management plan 
d) Renewal of the depollution attestation for the Raglan mine – 

Xstrata Nickel 
e) Military exercises 
f) Act to amend the Mining Act 

4.  Budget, secretariat and members 
a) Budget 
b) Secretariat 
c) Internal management 
d) 2009–2010 annual report 
e) 2010–2011 annual report 

5.  Plan Nord  
a) Working group on sustainable development 
b) Partners’ Table 
c) Conservation Round Table  

6. Public consultation on the sustainable development of forests in Québec 
7. Revision of the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act 
8.  Residual materials management 

a) Residual hazardous materials guides 
b) Burning of residual materials  

9. Miscellaneous 
a) Website 

10.  Date and place of the next meeting 
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2. Review of the minutes of the 124th and 125th meetings as well as the 
minutes of the August 30 conference call 

 
The members adopted the minutes of the August 30 conference call following a 
few minor changes. The adoption of the minutes of the 124th and 125th meetings 
was postponed. 
 
 
3. Business arising from the 125th meeting and correspondence 
 
a) Drinking water quality 
Benoit Barbeau, a professor at the École Polytechnique of the Université de 
Montréal, presented by conference call the preliminary version of a draft pilot 
project on drinking water tank cleaning in Nunavik. The pilot project has two 
objectives: assess the effectiveness of one drinking water tank cleaning method 
and determine the ideal frequency for cleaning. Several concerns, specifically 
regarding results interpretation, were discussed. The members requested that 
the concerns be resolved in order to obtain results that will allow Mr. Barbeau to 
make recommendations on suitable practices. The Executive Secretary will 
provide Mr. Barbeau with the necessary technical support to revise the pilot 
project proposal. 
 
b) Federal Sustainable Development Strategy 
In November, the KEAC received an acknowledgement letter from the 
Honourable Jim Prentice, Canadian Minister of the Environment, for its 
participation in the public consultation on the Strategy. The Executive Secretary 
outlined a summary report on the feedback received during the consultation. The 
members indicated that it is important for the KEAC to continue monitoring this 
matter and they asked the Executive Secretary to monitor the implementation of 
the Strategy, specifically in the North. 
 
c) Residual materials management plan 
In the summer, the Kativik Regional Government (KRG) received $120,000 to 
prepare a residual materials management plan for Nunavik. Ms. Gagnon is the 
KRG employee in charge of this project and she was invited to present the 
progress made to date. Ms. Gagnon provided background information on the 
project, discussed the proposed table of contents for the plan, and described the 
next steps. Ms. Gagnon also referred to various other developments that could 
impact on the preparation of the plan, including the implementation of the 
principle of extended producer responsibility and the upcoming adoption of the 
bill respecting the integration of RECYC-QUÉBEC into the ministère du 
Développement durable, de l’Environnement et des Parcs (sustainable 
development, environment and parks, MDDEP). Ms. Gagnon will keep the KEAC 
regularly informed of the progress being made with the preparation of the 
residual materials management plan. 
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d) Renewal of the depollution attestation for the Raglan mine – Xstrata Nickel 
In the fall, the MDDEP held a public consultation on the depollution attestation for 
the Raglan mine operated by Xstrata Nickel. The KEAC submitted its feedback 
on November 5. The feedback dealt with the importance of monitoring the 
possible impacts of dust and light pollution in the area around the mining project 
and, more specifically, in parc national des Pingualuit, which is situated less than 
50 km south of the mine. Thérèse Spiegle, who is in charge of this project at the 
MDDEP regional branch (Abitibi–Témiscamingue and Nord-du-Québec) for 
analysis and expertise, is to keep the KEAC informed of any changes that will be 
made to the depollution attestation. 
 
e) Military exercises 
On November 22, the KEAC transmitted to Claude Langlois, Chief of the 
Environment for the Resource Conservation Branch of the Department of 
National Defence (DND), a letter regarding the environmental inspection report 
for the Guerrier Nordique military exercise that was carried out at Kuujjuaq 
in 2009. A copy of the letter with the report was also transmitted to Édith van de 
Walle, Regional Director (Abitibi–Témiscamingue and Nord-du-Québec) for 
hydric analysis and expertise at the MDDEP, to Ms. Gagnon, Environmental 
Specialist at the KRG, and to Thomas Duchaine, Land Use Planner at the KRG. 
The KEAC’s position regarding military exercises was also transmitted to Paul 
Parsons, Mayor of the Northern Village of Kuujjuaq. 
 
On November 26, Mr. Langlois contacted the Executive Secretary about the 
authorizations needed for military exercises. Mr. Langlois was referred to Josée 
Brazeau regarding wastewater authorizations (section 32, Environment Quality 
Act) and to Raynald Gagnon for target-range authorizations (section 22, 
Environment Quality Act). The same day, Mr. Parsons emailed the KEAC a note 
of appreciation for the information transmitted. He added that he was unaware 
that an inspection had been carried out and wanted the recommendations to be 
transmitted to the municipal council for information purposes and to preclude 
further infractions in the event other exercises are organized again in the future. 
 
f) Bill to amend the Mining Act 
On October 27, the KEAC transmitted to the chair and the members of the 
Committee on Agriculture, Fisheries, Energy and Natural Resources a proposed 
amendment to section 17 of the Mining Act. The letter described the importance 
of updating the Act in line with sustainable development. On November 4 and 9, 
section 17 of the Bill to amend the Mining Act was studied in detail by the 
Committee. A few amendments were proposed, but none were adopted. The 
KEAC will continue to monitor this matter. 
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4. Budget, secretariat and members 
 
a) Budget 
The members reviewed the general expenditures incurred between September 1 
and October 31. They also discussed expected expenditures and projects to the 
end of the current financial year. 
 
b) Secretariat 
Nathalie Girard undertook the responsibilities of the Executive Secretary on 
November 23. She will hold the position for one year while Ms. Benoit is on 
maternity leave. 
 
c) Internal management 
At the last meeting, the members asked that the Executive Secretary obtain 
documentation regarding appointments in order to follow up on the proposal 
made by Diane Jean, Deputy Minister of Sustainable Development, Environment 
and Parks, to improve the chairperson and vice-chairperson appointment 
procedure. The members agreed to propose two solutions. The KEAC’s first 
proposal involves the members appointed by the Québec government selecting 
from among themselves the chairperson and vice-chairperson, as is the practice 
among the Government of Canada members. If this proposal is not acceptable, 
the KEAC’s second proposal involves authorizing the Provincial Administrator to 
appoint the chairperson and vice-chairperson. 
 
d) 2009–2010 annual report 
The members proposed a few final changes to the annual report and photos 
were selected. The annual report will next be sent for printing. 
 
e) 2010–2011 annual report 
According to its internal management rules, the KEAC must approve its annual 
report by May 15, 2011. Moreover, pursuant to the Environment Quality Act, the 
KEAC must table its annual report by June 30. As these deadlines are rarely met, 
it was suggested at the last meeting that the drafting of the 2010–2011 annual 
report begin as soon as possible. However, given the Executive Secretary’s 
workload, this objective does not seem realistic. It was therefore proposed that 
this work be contracted out. The Executive Secretary will look into this matter and 
follow up with the members at the next meeting. 
 
 
5. Plan Nord 
a) Working group on sustainable development 
Two KEAC members (Michael Barrett and Claude Abel) participated at the 
October 8 meeting of the working group on sustainable development. The 
meeting was used to finalize a document describing the concerns and possible 
orientations of sustainable development in the Plan Nord. On October 12, the 
document was transmitted to the ministère des Ressources naturelles et de la 
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Faune (natural resources and wildlife, MRNF), to the chairs of the other working 
groups, to all the members of the steering committee, as well as to the Minister of 
Natural Resources and Wildlife, Nathalie Normandeau. 
 
b) Partners’ Table 
On October 22, the Executive Secretary attended as a guest the Partners’ Table 
meeting that was held in Kuujjuaq. She provided a brief summary of the meeting. 
 
c) Conservation Round Table 
On November 25, the Minister of Sustainable Development, Environment and 
Parks, Pierre Arcand, announced the creation of the Conservation Round Table 
including the participation of certain Nunavik organizations. 
 
The members agreed to transmit a letter to Mr. Arcand to congratulate him 
regarding the creation of the Conservation Round Table and to underline the 
KEAC’s concerns regarding the definition of “industrial development” in the 
context of plans to reserve 50% of the Plan Nord territory for non-industrial 
purposes. Moreover, the letter will recall the importance of the principles already 
established under the James Bay and Northern Québec Agreement. Finally, in 
order to facilitate communication with the Round Table, the letter will enquire 
about the names of the Nunavik appointees. 
 
6. Public consultation on the sustainable development of forests in 

Québec 
 
In the fall, the MRNF announced the launching of a consultation on the 
sustainable development of forests in Québec in order to obtain the public’s 
opinion on two key areas of the new forestry regime, specifically the Sustainable 
Forest Management Strategy and the proposed provisions of a regulation 
respecting the sustainable management of forests. 
 
The Executive Secretary presented the consultation document and summarized 
the objectives. It was agreed that the Executive Secretary would attend one of 
the public information sessions to be held by the MRNF on this topic and provide 
the members with a summary. The members discussed the important points to 
be covered in a position paper, including the importance of recognizing Nunavik 
as a place where forests must be protected. In the spring of 2011, the MRNF is 
to prepare a report on the results of its public consultation. 
 
 
7. Revision of the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act 
 
The KEAC transmitted a letter to the Honourable Jim Prentice, the Canadian 
Minister of the Environment, and a copy to the chair of the Standing Committee 
on Environment and Sustainable Development. The letter indicated the KEAC’s 
interest in participating in the consultation on the revision of the Canadian 
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Environmental Assessment Act (CEAA). Further to the letter, Guyanne L. 
Desforges, the procedural clerk for the Standing Committee, informed the 
Executive Secretary that the related study is planned for the fall of 2010 or 
January 2011. The Executive Secretary was also told that the KEAC would be 
added to the list of potential participants. Notwithstanding, since the number of 
days to be reserved for the study is not yet known, Ms. Desforges was unable to 
guarantee that all the potential participants would be included in the consultation. 
 
On December 6 the KEAC received, as had been proposed at the 125th meeting, 
a draft position prepared by Rémi Jolicœur, a consultant and environmental law 
student at Université Laval. The members reviewed the letter and proposed 
some changes. The Executive Secretary will monitor this file, in particular for the 
dates of the study. The members asked the Executive Secretary to determine if 
there were other consultation documents and to make them available to the 
members. The members also agreed with the request made by the James Bay 
Advisory Committee on the Environment to exchange work on this topic. To this 
end, the Executive Secretary will ensure communication between the two 
advisory committees. 
 
 
8. Residual materials management 
 
a) Residual hazardous materials guides 
The members made a few minor changes to the guides. As the English version is 
not yet available for revision, the adoption of the guides was postponed to the 
next meeting. The guides should also be ready in Inuktitut. 
 
In order to promote the use of the guides and facilitate consultation of their 
contents, it was proposed to prepare colour posters. The Executive Secretary will 
follow up on this project. 
 
The Executive Secretary mentioned that the KRG Municipal Public Works 
Department and occupational health and safety personnel at the Nunavik 
Regional Board of Health and Social Services had already expressed interest in 
the guides. The members would like the guides to be ready for distribution in the 
spring. 
 
b) Burning of residual materials 
At the last meeting, the members provided feedback on a draft letter concerning 
the burning of residual materials. Further changes were made to the letter, which 
is addressed to Diane Jean, Deputy Minister of Sustainable Development, 
Environment and Parks. Essentially, the letter requests that section 99 of the 
Regulation respecting the Landfilling and Incineration of Residual Materials be 
made more flexible to permit some Northern villages to explore alternative 
options to burning. 
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9. Miscellaneous 
 
a) Website 
The Executive Secretary presented user statistics for the KEAC website and 
compared these with statistics for other similar sites. 
 
10. Date and place of the next meeting 
 
The KEAC’s 127th meeting will take place on February 24 and 25, 2011, at 
Quebec City. 
 
 
Nathalie Girard 
Executive Secretary 
January 27, 2011 


