
The JBNQA establishes an environmental and social protection 
regime for Nunavik. Section  23 of the JBNQA defines a provincial 
impact assessment procedure and a federal impact assessment 
procedure. For each procedure, there is an Administrator7 and a 
body responsible for conducting the environmental and social 
impact assessment (the KEQC or the COFEX-North). Schedules  1 
and  2 of Section  23 set out the types of projects automatically 
subject to and exempt from environmental and social impact 
assessment. If a project does not appear in either list, the KEQC or 

the COFEX-North must determine if the project is to be subject to 
or exempt from environmental and social impact assessment, and 
transmit its determination or recommendation to the responsible 
Administrator. For each project subject to environmental and social 
impact assessment and according to the type of project, the KEQC 
or the COFEX-North transmits on completion of the procedure its 
determination or recommendation to the responsible Administrator 
who then makes a final decision as to whether the project will be 
allowed to proceed and, if so, under what conditions.

Review procedure

Step 6: The project proponent submits the 
impact statement to the Administrator

Step 7: The Administrator transmits the 
impact statement to the Review Panel 
(COFEX-South or -North), which forwards a 
copy to the regional authority

Step 8: The COFEX studies the project 
and makes a recommendation to the 
Administrator as to whether the project 
should be authorized and, if so, under what 
conditions (following receipt of additional 
information if necessary)

Step 9: The Administrator makes a decision 
as to whether to authorize the project and, 
if so, under what conditions

Step 10: The Administrator transmits his 
decision to the project proponent

If the project 
is rejected, the 
proponent may 
not implement the 
project

Assessment procedure

Step 1: The project proponent submits 
preliminary information (project notice) to 
the Administrator

Step 2: The Administrator transmits the 
preliminary information to the Evaluating 
Committee (22) or the Screening 
Committee (23)

Step 3 – Scenario A
Recommendation: 
No further review 
required (following 
receipt of additional 
information if 
necessary)

Step 3 – Scenario B
Recommendation: 
Further review 
is required. 
Proposes the scope 
(directive) of the 
impact statement 
(following receipt 
of additional 
information if 
necessary)

Step 4 – Scenario A
The Administrator 
transmits to the 
project proponent 
his decision to not 
subject the project 
to further review

Step 4 – Scenario B
The Administrator 
transmits to the 
project proponent 
his decision to 
subject the project 
to further review and 
a directive

Step 5 – Scenario A
The project 
proponent may 
proceed with the 
implementation of 
the project

Step 5 – Scenario B
The project 
proponent prepares 
the impact 
statement

If the project is 
authorized, the 
proponent may 
proceed with the 
implementation 
of the project and 
must follow up on 
the authorization 
conditions

Assessment procedure

Possible
public 

consultations

Possible 
public 

consultations
Possible

public 
consultations

Possible 
public 

consultations

Review procedure

Step 1: The project proponent 
submits preliminary information 
(project notice) to the Administrator

Step 6: The project proponent 
submits the impact statement to the 
Administrator

Step 7: The Administrator transmits the
impact statement to the COFEX-North, 
which forwards a copy to the Kativik
Regional Government

Step 8: The COFEX-North 
studies the project and makes 
a recommendation to the 
Administrator as to whether the 
project should be authorized and, if 
so, under what conditions (following 
receipt of additional information if 
necessary)

Step 9: The Administrator makes a 
decision as to whether to authorize 
the project and, if so, under what 
conditions

Step 10: The 
Administrator 
transmits his 
decision to 
the project 
proponent

If the project is authorized, the 
proponent may proceed with the 
implementation of the project 
and must follow up on the 
authorization conditions

If the project is rejected, the 
proponent may not implement the 
project

Step 2: The Administrator transmits 
the preliminary information to the 
Review Panel (COFEX-North)

Step 3: The COFEX-North studies 
the project and proposes the scope 
(directive) of the impact statement 
(following receipt of additional 
information if necessary)

Step 4: The Administrator transmits 
the directive to the project 
proponent

Step 5: The project proponent 
prepares the impact statement

Project proponent
Administrator 
COFEX-North
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